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Illinois State Llniversit_y School of Music, in cooperation with 
Heartland Jazz Orchestra Foundation, present: 
John Campbell Trio 
Featuring 
John Campbell, fiano 
Kell_y Sill, E,ass 
Joel Spencer, Drums 
In concert with 
The Heartland Jazz Orchestra 
I Th;, ;, the ,;•'9-th;,d progcam ol the 200,-2006 =•=n. 
Center for the f erforming Arts 
November }O, 200, 
Wednesda9 E_vening 
8:00p.m. 
I 
frogram 
Flease turn ol+ cell phones and pagers tor' the duration ot the concert. Thank You. 
Heartland Jazz Orchestra with John Campbell 
~ Intermission ~ 
John Campbell Trio, featuring John Campbell, piano; Kelly Sill, bass; and Joel 
Spencer, drums 
Fhotograph_y, audio, and video recording is not pennitted 
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About the Artists .... 
I John Campbell, piano 
Inspired by his father's record collection, John Campbell began formal piano lessons at age 
fl;ix. His teacher, Bee Guess, influenced John by introducing him to different styles of music. 
1•s a teenager he entered the world of jazz. During John's junior year at University High 
School, he began taking lessons from Anna McGrosso, who recognized that "he was already a i reatjazz player. He always showed a real sensitivity to music, whatever the style." John practiced and performed in Stroud Auditorium as the pianist for the U-High Jazz band and the 
xrcussionist in the concert band. John went on to lllinois State University for further musical 
training. 
fl1n the mid '70's, Campbell, along with U-High graduates Clay Hulet and Rick Drexler, 
llformed the initial John Campbell Trio, which performed locally. In 1976 John headed to 
Chicago, where he became a legend. He was crowned, according to jazz. critic Neil Tesser of l the Chicago Sun-Times, "the finest young keyboard man in town, and one of the better ianists anywhere." Though quite successful in Chicago, John headed east to solo in New 
I ( ork and tour with seasoned artists. Regarding this experience, he said, "It is definitely an 
education. Not a classroom education, but a road education." He also stated, "It's still hard to 
['
realize I'm starting to be a part of the s.ame scene as all the great players I grew up listening 
to." Years later John returned to Chicago where he was chosen Chicago's Jazz Musician of 
the Year in 2000, rewarding him for tus talent and for remaining true to himself, his beliefs 
and his music. Campbell explained, "J like to let the music speak for itself. It's I straightforward jazz; it's as honest as I can be at that moment." 
I Campbell has performed in concert venues around the world including Orchestra Hall, 
Chicago; Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher Hall in New York; The Hollywood Bowl, Los [IAngeles; Symphony Hall, Boston; Kan-I Hoken Hall and Imperial Hall in Tokyo; Wolftrap, The Kennedy Center, The Smithsonian Institute, and The White House in Washington, D.C., 
and many other locations in the United States, Japan, Canada, Holland, Belgium, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, Portugal, Yugoslavia, Spain, Sweden, and 
filSwitzerland. John's discography includes After Hours, Turning Point, Live at Maybeck 
Recital Hall, and Workin' Out as a leader, and many recordings as a sideman. He has 
l performed with jazz greats Terry Gibbs, Buddy Defranco, Stan Getz, Lionel Hampton, Mile 
Jackson, Anita O'Day, Cleo Laine, Clark Terry, Joe Williams, and Mel Torme. John, a fl Steinway artist since 1991, has appeared on television, in videos, on Jazz Cruises, and at 
Disneyland, the Oscar's, jazz clubs, and festivals too numerous to mention. Quoting John, 
1 
"This was something fun that I could really do and maybe make a living at it. I thought I 
would just do it until it didn't work anymore." He views his career as "a passion, not a job." I Over a quarter of a century since graduating from University High School, John Campbell, 
l renowned for his masterful artistic ability, is still "playing it his way". 
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Kcll_y Sill, bass 
Kelly Sill has worked for over 25 years in the Chicago area as a house bassist for Rick's Cafe 
Americain, George's, The Jazz Showcase, Pop's, and the Green Mill. Concen venues include 
the Chicago Jazz Festival, Ravinia, the Red Sea Jazz Festival, the Elkhart Jazz Festival, and 
Orchestra Hall (Symphony Center) in Chicago. 
Kelly has performed with Hank Jones, Woody Shaw, Dave Liebman, Eddie Jefferson, Snooky 
Young, Cedar Walton, Red Rodney, Eddie Harris, Ruth Brown, Johnny Hartman, Clark 
Terry, Joe Henderson, Billy Eckstine, Don Menza, Tommy Flanagan, Barry Harris, Conti 
Condoli, Bill Evans, Cissy Houston, Art Farmer, Red Holloway, Donald Byrd, Ira Sullivan, 
Anita O'Day, Freddie Hubbard, Herb Ellis, Bobby Watson, Jackie McClean, Dakota Staton, 
Bobby Hutcherson, Kenny Burrell, Bill Hardman, Charlie Rouse, Clifford Jordan, Morgana 
King, Barney Kessel, Urbie Green, Scott Hamilton, Chris Conner, Bobby Enriquez, Mel 
Lewis, Art Blakey, Louis Bellson, Ernie Watts, Sadao Watanabe, Jim McNelely, Mose 
Allison, David Newman, Bruce Barth and Jerome Richardson. 
Joel Spencer, drums 
Joel has been a professional musician and music educator for the past 25 years. 
Joel has performed with a number of internationally known jazz artists in Chicago and 
throughout the world. These appearances have included such artists as Weather Report 
alumnus Wayne Shorter, David Liebman, Hank Jones, Cedar Walton, Barney Kessel, Clark 
Terry, Michael Feinstein, Cissy Houston, the Red Rodney Quintet, Joe Williams, Scott 
Hamilton, John Campbell, Dorothy Donegan, the Count Basie Band, Chet Baker, Sonny Stitt, 
Junior Mance, Phil Woods, Wynton Marsalis, Benny Golson, and pianist/ conductor Daniel 
Barenboim of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
In 2004 Spencer became a full-time faculty member in the Northwestern University School of 
Music. At the rank of Lecturer, Spencer serves as Coordinator of the Jazz Combo Program 
and instructor of Jazz History, Graduate Studies in Jazz Pedagogy, Jazz Perspectives, and 
Studio Percussion. 
Dr. Thomas Wirtcl, Director, Heartland Jazz Orchestra 
Dr. Wirtel earned Bachelor's and Master's of Music degrees from University of North Texas, 
and his Doctorate of Music from Indiana University. He has appeared as clinician at many 
festivals across the nation and has played or recorded with Stan Kenton, Henry Mancini, 
Nelson Riddle, Dallas Jazz Orchestra, Chicago's Jazz Members Big Band, Buddy Rich, 
Michel Legrand, Terry Gibbs, Steve Allen, Bob Hope, Joe Williams, and Clark Terry, to 
name only a few. 
Most important to Heartland Jazz Orchestra, Dr. Wirtel ha~ been the Composer in Residence 
for Dallas Jazz Orchestra, was staff arranger for Chicago's Jazz Members Big Band and 
Warren Kime's Brass Impact II. He has created and published works and jazz arrangements 
too numerous to mention. We at Heartland Jazz Orchestra feel extremely fortunate to have 
Tom Wirtel's leaderslup. 
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Saxes 
Bruce Breitweiser 
'Kyle Brubaker 
John Hanson 
Mike lonnides 1 Brad Wheeler 
Trombones 
Ron Augsburger 1 Corey Beirne TimByme 
Dave Dickey 
1 Trumpets--Brian Choban 
Luciano Rosado 
Myles Singleton I Ralph Whitsitt 
GregZalapi 
Heartland Jazz Orchestra r crsonncl 
Dr. Thomas Wirtel - Director 
Piano 
David Hoffman 
Bass 
Armand Beaudion 
Drums 
Tony Corpus 
Percussion 
Corey Hardin 
Vocals 
Patsy Stone 
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I We think you'd love Heartland Jazz Orchestra's New Year's Eve Gala! 
I The Heartland Jazz Orchestra is bringing its celebrated sounds to The Chateau in Bloomington on Saturday evening, December 31, 2005, for a New Year's Gala you'll 
long remember. 
I Your Gala evening will begin at 6:00 pm with complimentary cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, followed by - for the first time - an elegant six course dmner that includes a dual entree 
ofFilet Mignon and Lobster, all for only $75 per person, plus tax! Following dinner, you'll 
dance in 2006 to the swinging sounds of "the band that plays from the heart", the fabulous I Heartland Jazz Orchestra, and toast with complimentary champagne when the clock strikes twelve. Should you wish to make your special evening last even longer, The Chateau is 
offering special Gala and room packages in the Twin Cities' most elegant hotel. Call The 
1 Cha.teau at 665-5671 for package information. 
Heartland Jazz Orchestra History 
The Heartland Jazz Orchestra held its first rehearsal in January of 1999 on a small stage at 
Central Catholic High School. For over six years, the band has been performing throughout 
Central Illinois providing audiences with sounds from the Big Band era. The band may be 
heard playing at yearly local festivals (Bloomington Bloom Fest, Normal Sweet Corn 
Festival, Miller Park Evening Under the Stars, just to name a few), and has also performed at 
Lincoln Balloon Festival, the Western Illinois Jazz Festival, Elmhurst Jazz Festival, and at the 
opening of the Bloomington Normal Central Illinois Regional Airport terminal. 
During the band's short existence, they have been fortunate enough to record two CDs. The 
first one, "Live at the Coffeehouse", was recorded before the band was even a year old. The 
band's more recent CD, "Echoes of Ellington", took over a year to record and features past 
guest artists Orbert Davis and Jim Boitos (an ISU faculty alum) on several solos. 
The band can be heard regularly at the Coffeehouse and Deli in downtown Normal on the last 
Thursday of the month. For three or four of those concerts during the year, HJO invites guest 
artists to perform with the band. The guest artist conducts a clinic at one of the local schools 
in the afternoon and then performs with the band that evening. The clinics are free to the 
public and open to anyone interested in learning more about jazz. 
Some of the artists featured at these concerts were: Orbert Davis, Mark Colby, Tom Garling, 
John Campbell, Jim Boitos, Jim Snidero, Todd Kelly, Barrington Coleman, and Reggie 
Thomas. In 2002, HJO was joined by Grammy award winning jazz vocalist Kurt Elling and 
his quartet, featuring Lawrence Hobgood, Rob Amster, and Frank Parker Jr. 
HJO is currently under the musical direction of Thomas Wirtel. 
Heartland Jazz Orche5tra foundation E:>oard of Director& 
Ethan Evans - President 
Bruce Gold - Vice President 
Patsy Stone - Secretary 
Bruce Marquis - Treasurer 
Brian Choban 
Linda Healy 
Doug Johnson 
Robbi Muir 
Victor Noel 
Eric Norby 
Jim Rutrough 
Peg Schickedanz 
Thomas Wirtel 
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